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National parks are supposed to provide a place of solace, reflection, observing beauty, learning, peace and
recreation. Their beauty and resources, however, have also attracted plunders, developers and the jealous
glances of greedy government officials. The National Park Service has responsibility for administering the 378
diverse units comprising 83.4 million acres of land. The NPS has done a good job in an extremely difficult
mission. The book brings together the key issues threatening American national parks while at the same time
shedding light on specific parks. Contents: Preface; National Parks Management and Recreation; National
Park System: Establishing New Units; Regional Haze: EPA's Proposal to Improve Visibility in National Parks
and Wilderness Areas; State Operation of National Parks During Government Budgetary Shutdowns?; New
World Gold Mine and Yellowstone National Parks; Mining in National Parks and Wilderness Area: Policy,
Rules, Activity; World Heritage Convention and U.S. National Parks; National Park Service: Efforts
Underway to Address its Maintenance Backlog; National Park Service: Actions Needed to Improve Travel
Cost Management; Index.
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Bloomington, Nashville/Spencer and nearby communities.
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Insiders' Guide to North Carolina's Outer Banks is the essential source for in-depth travel and
relocation information. Written by a local (and true insider), it offers a personal and practical
perspective of this beautiful coastal land and its surrounding environs. Published annually,
this guide is fully revised and updated and features a new interior layout and a new cover
treatment.
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2008 Outstanding Academic Title, Choice Magazine From dirt bikes and jet skis to weed wackers
and snowblowers, machines powered by small gas engines have become a permanent—and
loud—fixture in American culture. But fifty years of high-speed fun and pristine lawns have not
come without cost. In the first comprehensive history of the small-bore engine and the
technology it powers, Paul R. Josephson explores the political, environmental, and public health
issues surrounding one of America's most dangerous pastimes. Each chapter tells the story of an
ecosystem within the United States and the devices that wreak havoc on it—personal watercraft
(PWCs) on inland lakes and rivers; all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) in deserts and forests; lawn
mowers and leaf blowers in suburbia. In addition to environmental impacts, Josephson discusses
the development and promotion of these technologies, the legal and regulatory efforts made to
improve their safety and environmental soundness, and the role of owners' clubs in encouraging
responsible operation. Synthesizing information from medical journals, recent environmental
research, nongovernmental organizations, and manufacturers, Josephson's compelling history
leads to one irrefutable conclusion: these machines cannot be operated without loss of life and
loss of habitat.
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